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International Region Design Awards
International Jurors Convened-announcement to follow soon!
President, Christine Bruckner, FAIA

The inaugural International Region Design Awards Program is a reality! 
Submissions were received from members in all three Zones of the AIA IR 
with representation from all International Chapters and unassigned mem-
bers by September 10, 2014.
-	 first	time	ever!	
- thank you again for sharing insights through initial survey.  
- (keep eyes out for a follow up survey to further improve awards)
- entire submission process conducted on-line. Get ready for 2015! 

The AIA Internationsl Region Awards Jurors were (from left to right)

Sudhir Jambhekar FAIA, RIBA, LEED AP (Jury Chair)
AIA IR Zone 3/ 2 / 1 - US, Canada / Asia – China, India and ME; Senior Partner | FXFOWLE Architects 

George Kunihiro FAIA
AIA IR Zone 2 / 3 - Japan /China; 2013-16 AIA International Director; Professor of Architecture | Kokushikan 
University

Chris Wilkinson Hon. FAIA OBE RA Dip Arch RIBA FCSD
AIA IR Zone 2 / 1 - Europe- UK, Asia – China, HK, Singapore; Founding Director | WilkinsonEyre Architects

Thank you to our Founding Sponsors!
We	would	like	to	take	a	moment	to	sincerely	thank	our	three	confirmed	AIA	
IR Founding Sponsors: AECOM, AHEC and Dornbracht.  They, along with 
our	International	Chapters	and	leadership,	have	made	it	possible	in	our	first	
year	to	initiate	so	many	incredible	benefits.	We	will	continue	to	recognize	all	
of our supporters at coming events.  If you have colleagues that would like 
to join us and take advantage of this one time opportunity to help found our 
region, please contact us.  
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AIA Shanghai 

Join us in welcoming our 6th International Chapter and the third component 
in the constellation of sister cities with AIA HK and AIA JP in Zone 2 of the 
AIA IR.  AIA Shanghai joins AIA Hong Kong in representing members in the 
PRC and will work together to support the development of the third in the 
tripartite, AIA Beijing, ideally in the coming year. Do let us know if you are 
interested to get involved. More on the AIA Shanghai celebration below.

A New Star is Born!
Hisham Youssef, AIA
Director Unassigned Members

On 24 September 2014, AIA President Helene Combs Dreiling and AIA 
Secretary Rich DeYoung were in Shanghai to deliver the Charter for AIA 
Shanghai to the members of the Founding Committee (alphabetically: 
Christopher Chan AIA (Moore Ruble Yudell), Silas Chiow AIA (SOM), 
Stephen	Protz	AIA	(Arc8x),	Peteris	Ratas	AIA	(Callison),	Greg	Yager	AIA	
(RTKL), and Hisham Youssef AIA. 

This inaugural event was marked by a celebration at a classic historic 
architectural venue in Shanghai, One Xintiandi. Sharing in the celebration 
were members of the Founding Sponsor Firms, consisting of many of the 
leading	US	firms	represented	in	Shanghai,	AIA	International	Region	pres-
ident Christine Bruckner FAIA, some AIA Hong Kong board members, VIP’s 
from Tongji University, and other institutions in Shanghai.

In recognition of China’s phenomenal economic growth, the leading role of 
AIA architects in the design industry in Shanghai, one of China’s leading 
cities, and the increasing number of Shanghai based AIA architects, the 
Founding Committee worked tirelessly for the last three years to develop 
an AIA community, and make the convincing case to AIA leadership for the 
crucial role to establish an AIA chapter in Shanghai. Over the years several 
of the AIA leadership played vital support roles to ensure the establishment 
of the chapter.
 
The Founding Committee has been meeting regularly to discuss activities 
and growth, in order to meet the increasing needs of the architecture and 
design community in the most active development market in the globe.
 
In developing the vision for AIA Shanghai, the Founding Committee reco-
gnized,	in	addition	to	being	a	vital	support	mechanism	for	AIA	members	
practicing in China, that the Chapter in Shanghai is uniquely positioned, 
in the absence of other international support associations for architects in 
China,	to	fill	a	gaping	void	by	providing:

AIA International Region is 
developing chapters globally

There are several areas where our 
members are working to develop 
strengthened networks and even-
tual	Chapters.		Specifically	in	Asia	
there are many areas with growing 
AIA activity and we hope to see 
new city chapters developing 
in Beijing, Mumbai, Singapore, 
Seoul, Canada and beyond.  If you 
are living and working in an area 
that is not yet chartered and would 
like to help it develop and host 
some networking events please 
send us a note. We welcome your 
participation!

President Helene Dreiling,FAIA and Secretary Rich DeYoung FAIA holding AIA Shanghai Charter. 
Members of AIA Shanghai and other VIP guests
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- a platform for dialogue and debate about issues in the Architecture and 
Construction industry, as they relate to the practice of designing and buil-
ding in China,

-	a	bridge	between	US	professional	practices	and	Chinese	firms	and	pro-
fessional associations

- a link to educational institutions in Shanghai
 
Ultimately, AIA Shanghai seeks to become the go to association for best 
practices, and to become an impactful and meaningful cornerstone of every 
design practice in Shanghai.
 
Since AIA Shanghai commenced its activities in early 2012, it has fostered 
many partnerships with various professional groups in Shanghai, including 
the American Chamber of Commerce (AmCham), Urban Land Institute 
(ULI), and large industry events including Architect@Work, providing great 
visibility for AIA. AIA Shanghai has also held many events including building 
tours	of	such	high	profile	projects	including	the	Shanghai	Tower,	factory	
tours, and informal monthly networking events, all sponsored by leading 
industry	suppliers.	Most	events	have	been	certified	for	LU’s	providing	an	
additional draw for members.
 
Increasingly, AIA Shanghai has been steadily gaining followers in the 
design, construction and allied industries, as well as educational institutions 
in Shanghai.
 
AIA Shanghai can be reached through its website at aiashanghai.org, and 
its Facebook page. By email write to info@aiashanghai.org

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Etain	Fitzpatrick,	AIA
Secretary, AIA International Region

On	June	26th	the	AIA	International	Region	held	its	first	Annual	General	
Meeting at the AIA Convention in Chicago. AIA IR President Christine 
Bruckner, FAIA, gave an overview of the progress of the AIA IR region 
to date and announced the AIA International Region Awards program to 
be launched at the end of the summer. Christine noted that the AIA IR is 
actively looking for sponsors and she stated that there are more than 5 
interested sponsors to date. Treasurer, Thierry Paret, FAIA gave brief sum-
mary of the AIA IR budget which was a preliminary forecast. The budget 
includes	costs	for	AIA	IR	Board	Officers	Travel,	the	Awards	Program	and	a	
part-time staff member. The AIA IR has levied a dues assessment on the 
International	Region	Chapters	of	$9	per	member.	The	AIA	IR	expects	these	

President’s Reception AIA Convention Chicago
AIA UK President Justin Cratty, Angela Brady, Past RIBA Pres-

ent,	AIA	President	Helene	Combs	Dreiling,	and	Etain	Fitzpatrick,	
AIA IR  Secretary.

Charter celebration at One Xintiandi
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (cont.)

costs to be absorbed by the Chapters as part of their operating budgets. 
Secretary,	Etain	Fitzpatrick,	AIA,	announced	the	launch	of	the	AIA	IR	quar-
terly newsletter in June.

The	first	election	cycle	of	the	AIA	IR	was	held	to	elect	the	next	AIA	Interna-
tional Region Secretary. The two candidates Sherif Anis, AIA, AIA ME and 
AIA IR Zone 1  and Lester Korsilius, AIA from the AIA UK were introduced 
by Thierry Paret, FAIA and Justin Cratty, AIA respectively. Votes were cast 
in	person,	by	telephone	and	by	individual	proxy.	The	post	will	commence	
January 1, 2015 and is a two-year position. 
 
New Directors for Zone 1, from AIA UK and Zone 2, from AIA Japan will be 
selected by the end of the new year by their respective Chapters. These 
posts will also commence January 1, 2015 and are a two-year position. The 
AIA IR’s Zone Divisions and Election Cycles will be published to the AIA IR 
website.

In addition to the two Directorships from Zone 1 and Zone 2. The AIA IR is 
looking	to	fill	two	Directorships	from	Unassigned	Members.	Please	see	the	
call from nominations below,

Call for Nominations: International Region Board of Directors

Please consider nominating yourself for one of two Directorships serving on 
the AIA International Region Board of Directors.  We’re seeking committed 
volunteers able to help the International Region develop into an even more 
active and effective part of the AIA, supporting members around the world 
and representing those members within the larger framework of the AIA.

Qualifications	include	prior	experience	with	AIA	Chapter	or	Region	affairs	or	
volunteer service working with another professional association, and availa-
bility to commit time to Board activities.

The International Region of the AIA was incorporated on July 31, 2013.  An 
Interim Board of Directors oversaw the formation of the Region, and the 
first	regular	Board	of	Directors	took	office	on	January	1,	2014,	in	accor-
dance with the adopted Bylaws of the Region.

Those Bylaws provide that two Directors are to be selected by Architect, 
Associate, and International Associate members of the International Region 
who are not assigned to an AIA Chapter, in a manner prescribed by the 
Board.  One such Director will be selected this year to serve for a two-year 
period starting January 1, 2015.  If you are an unassigned member you are 
probably	living	and	working	remote	from	any	of	the	existing	AIA	internatio-
nal Chapters (UK, Continental Europe, Middle East, Hong Kong, Japan, 
and Shanghai).  (In accordance with the Bylaws, other Directors of the 
International Region are proposed by the Chapters listed above.)

If you are considering nomination to represent “unassigned mem-
bers,” please contact Emily Dorey at edorey@aia.org  by November 
15, 2014, and provide a brief one-page resume.  The Board of Directors 
will review all interested candidates and determine an appropriate means 
of selecting the Director, depending on the number of responses received.

Please consider getting involved.
The AIA International Region – supporting AIA members around the world.

Dr. Christine E. Bruckner, FAIA, LEED AP, President
James M. Wright, AIA, Vice President
Etain	Fitzpatrick,	AIA,	Secretary
Thierry Paret,  FAIA, LEED AP, Treasurer

Lester Korzilius, AIA 
AIA IR Secretary 2015-2016

Lester, 56,  is an owner/director of 
Ellis Williams Architects, a top-40 
firm	in	the	UK,	with	a	specialty	
in education.  Lester is a regis-
tered architect in the UK and the 
US, holding active New York and 
NCARB registrations, with lapsed 
registrations in California and New 
Jersey.

Within the AIA Lester was initially 
active in the New York Chapter 
in the 1990s.  During this time he 
chaired the Professional Practice 
Committee, and subsequently 
chaired the Public Sector Archi-
tects Committee.  He also led an 
AIA New York task force on the re-
form of procurement practices by 
New York City government agen-
cies.  Lester has been on the AIA 
UK board since 1999 and has ser-
ved as AIA UK president in 2001 
and 2003.  During this time Lester 
worked with others to improve the 
standing of the AIA within the UK 
by among other things establishing 
working relationships with the 
RIBA and the ARB, establishing 
an	annual	student	prize,	and	also	
by establishing an annual Keynote 
lecture that featured a prominent 
US architect presenting his/her 
work to a UK audience.  Lester 
has also served on the Board of 
AIA Continental Europe and was 
Secretary from 2011-13.  Lester 
has also organised joint internatio-
nal conferences on behalf of the 
AIA CE and AIA UK in Manchester 
(2009) and London (2014).
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TREASURER’S UPDATE
Thierry Paret, FAIA
Treasurer, AIA International Region

The AIA International Region accounts have been bolstered by recent cash 
injections in the form of contributions and assessments recently received 
from AIA Hong Kong, AIA Continental Europe, AIA Japan and AIA Middle 
East.		Further	expected	funds	from	new	sponsors	should	further	improve	
our	financial	position.

Members are encouraged to contact the AIA International Region Board if 
they know of any interested sponsors.

2014 AIA NATIONAL CONVENTION INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE 
WORKSHOP—AND BEYOND

This year’s national convention international practice workshop in Chicago 
took	an	ambitious	course,	as	for	the	first	time	it	expanded	from	a	half-day	
to a full-day format, offering 7.5 Learning Units and involving 20 speakers.  
While	officially	organized	by	the	AIA	International	Practice	Committee	
Advisory Group, it was a collaborative effort between the IPCAG and the 
International Region.

The morning session consisted of four presentations covering AIA, UIA 
and U.S. federal government practice resources, along with an internatio-
nal best practices overview aimed at U.S. based attendees considering or 
newly into international practice.  George Miller wrapped up the morning 
with a historical survey of the international practice of Pei Cobb Freed 
& Partners.  Lunch was provided, after which four sets of two break-out 
sessions ran during the afternoon.  These eight presentations covered case 
study	projects	in	China,	Canada,	India,	Mexico,	Brazil,	Europe,	Africa,	and	
the Middle East; workshop attendees were able to select four break-out 
sessions	to	attend.		The	day	concluded	with	AIA	President	Elect	Elizabeth	
Chu Richter, FAIA, offering words of support for international practice.  The 
entire day was videotaped for use in the new AIA University program offe-
rings; these videos will soon be available through the AIA University portal.
The day following the Chicago workshop there was an open meeting of 
presenters and attendees to discuss impressions of the full-day workshop.  
Many useful comments were collected concerning the format and content, 
and	this	input	informed	the	proposal	that	was	submitted	six	weeks	later	
for	the	2015	Atlanta	convention.		Next	year’s	international	practice	works-
hop will also follow the full day format, but there will be changes—a more 
condensed international practice primer aimed at domestic practitioners, 
and a more in-depth focus on each of the three AIA International Region 
global	zones.		The	IR	global	zone	presentations	will	be	offered	sequentially
in response to feedback received from this year’s format in which attendees 
had to choose which geographic presentations to attend.

Planning	is	underway	for	next	year’s	workshop…I	encourage	you	to	
contact me with your suggestions, ideas, and especially your willingness to 
participate.

--James Wright, AIA / 
jwright@pagethink.com

IR APP UNDER DEVELOPMENT

Preliminary programming is complete 
for a new, interactive Apple applica-
tion which will keep you current at 
home or on the road with all sche-
duled activities within the entire Inter-
national Region.  This app will pull 
from a calendar database maintained 
by administrators from the IR and all 
six	of	its	components.		This	custom	
database avoids potential issues 
with proprietary apps such as Google 
Calendar, which some countries 
occasionally block or otherwise 
impede access to.  The IR app will 
be capable of displaying an image 
associated with each event, along 
with schedule and location details, 
continuing education learning units 
offered, how to register, a way to ask 
questions, and an outlet for commen-
ting on recent past events.

The IR app is being developed with 
Apple’s	iOS	8,	initially	for	the	iPhone	
but	very	soon	with	an	iPad	optimized	
version.  By the time you read this, it 
is hoped that the IR app will be under 
initial development review by Apple; a 
launch is hoped for in late October.
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AIA International Director’s Report
George Kunihiro FAIA

Repositioning on Governance Structure
I have been representing members of the International Region to the AIA 
“National Board” since January 2013. During the past 21 months, focus 
of the Board, besides making decisions to maintain healthy and active 
condition of the Institute, has been the creation of the new AIA Governance 
structure resulting from the Repositioning Initiative which rolled out in 2012. 
At the AIA Convention in Chicago, general membership passed the resolu-
tion to change the Governance structure all together. As a result, although 
I will have another year left in my term as the International Director, I, along 
with the current Board members, will “resign” from the position in Decem-
ber 2014. We will have a smaller Board with a new group called the “Strate-
gic Council” which will be charged to advance the profession of architecture 
by informing the Board and other institute bodies of important issues and 
opportunities. I will slide into this group and will become a “Member of the 
Council”. 

As I am writing this report at the September Board Meeting being held in La 
Jolla,	California,	we	have	began	to	specifically	identify	the	structure	and	the	
program for the Strategic Council. International Region will have at least a 
seat in this body, and there may be additional members elected or appoin-
ted to the Council depending on the issues the Council decides to handle 
each year. 

Just to make you understand the new structure more clearly, this analogy 
was written in the report by one of our Board members:

Board: A group that works the front counter and make sure the money 
comes and goes.

Council: A group which comes up with the new menu and new concepts 
and making sure that we are keeping up with the competition.

Management: A group in the back-of-house putting together the sand-
wiches and making sure no one is sitting in the drive-thru too long.

International Union of Architects 
Elects Thomas Vonier as New Secre-
tary General

PARIS, FRANCE— 26 August 2014—
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

During its August 2014 World Congress 
and General Assembly in Durban, South 
Africa, the 136-member International 
Union of Architects (UIA) named US 
architect Thomas Vonier as its Secretary 
General. He will head up operations for 
the	Paris-based	organization	in	a	three	
year term. Vonier called his election 
“a mandate for the UIA to gain greater 
influence	in	global	policies	on	urbani-
zation,	development,	and	resources.”	
He plans to streamline UIA governance, 
improve	its	communications,	and	expand	
its reach.

Established	in	Lausanne,	Switzerland,	
in	1948,	the	UIA	is	recognized	as	a	non-	
governmental	organization	by	the	United	
Nations. It works on matters of profes-
sional and public interest through three 
permanent commissions and various 
work programs. With member sections 
from 136 countries, the UIA represents 
more than 1.6 million architects world-
wide. It is chartered to unite architects 
internationally, without regard to natio-
nality, ethnicity, or political viewpoint. 
Vonier runs a consulting practice in Paris 
and Washington DC. He is an elected 
national vice president of the American 
Institute of Architects.

Contact: UIA - Union Internationale des 
Architectes, Paris
web www.uia-architectes.org 
e-mail uia@uia-architectes.org

Asian Cities Symposium  - Peak Performance - from left to right: Mark McConnel, Helene Combs Dreiling, Richard 
DeYoung, Kim Wang, George Kunihiro



FALL 2014AIA INTERNATIONAL REGION 7

AIA UK
Annual Bike Tour
London, July 5, 2014

The	annual	AIA	Bike	Trip,	5	July	2014,	took	off	on	a	fine,	bracing	day	to	
explore	Britain’s	south	coast.		Our	first	stop	was	Hastings	and	our	guide,	
Architect and Historian Benedict O’Looney, linked provincial buildings of 
several eras to the wider architecture scene with his usual perspicacity.  

Although Hastings was rather overshadowed by Brighton, over the years it 
still	attracted	some	of	the	finest	architects	and	artisans.		In	the	area	called	
“America Ground” - land reclaimed from the sea and declared independent 
by local squatters – they left a legacy of little gems for us to rediscover. 
Powered	by	a	blustering	wind,	we	also	explored	the	Hastings	seafront,	
viewed	its	fire	damaged	pier,	and	zoomed	past	a	line	of	speculative	seaside	
hotels and neighbourhood squares.   

After visiting the modern Jerwood Gallery by HAT Projects set in Hastings’ 
old	town	context	of	fishing	boats	and	vernacular	net	huts,	we	had	a	tradi-
tional	lunch	of	fish	and	chips.	We	then	geared	ourselves	for	The	Ascent	
to the top of Fairlight downs and the spectacular views of the surrounding 
countryside.	Needless	to	say,	The	Descent	was	exhilarating.

Safely down to the Romney Marshes, we headed to the village of Winchel-
sea,	with	its	sad	history	of	climatic	disasters,	unfinished	village	planning	
and truncated churches, which led one earlier historian to call it the “sha-
dow	of	the	shade.”		However,	despite	never	fulfilling	its	highest	potential	
-	and	Pevsner’s	justified	criticism	that	the	church’s	window	tracery	was	
“grotesquely over cusped”- it turned out to be a most pleasant place with 
no hint of sinister dangers.  

As we reached Rye, the weather started to turn on us and we ended up 
with somewhat curtailed tour before calling it a day at a local pub.  While 
thoroughly enjoying the comfort of food and drink, we all still regretted that 
we	had	neither	the	energy	nor	daylight	left	to	explore	Rye’s	heritage.		

Lorraine King, AIA
Secretary, AIA UK

Annual Summer Gala
London, July 22, 2014

The	AIA	UK	held	its	annual	Summer	Gala	aboard	the	Elizabethan	and	
enjoyed a 4 hour cruise up and down the River Thames. A good time was 
had by all! See below photos of the event taken by Toby Cisneros.

Jerwood Gallrery by HAT Projects Hastings

AIA UK annual Bike trip

AIA UK Fall Film Nights
BFI, 21 Stephen Street
London

The Pruitt-Igo Myth   - Wed., Oct. 22

Herzog & De Meuron  - Wed., Nov. 19
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 Hangin’ around the ‘Reflection’ part of the Oi! installation                    

AIA Continental Europe Chapter
International Conference and Chapter Meeting
Vincent Marani, AIA
Director (Zone1)
aiaeurope.org

Reminder!
The Anticipated Urban Thaw
Paris, October 23-26, 2014 

Join us in Paris. 

Celebrate the 20th anniversary of AIA Continental Europe and take a closer 
look at a city you think you know, perhaps soon to see the most important 
urban & architectural renewal program since the 1970s. 

Proposed changes, a response to the challenges posed by a growing su-
burban population (1 in 6 French lives in greater Paris), will affect the very 
understanding	of	existing	city	limits	and	potentially	modify	the	urban	lands-
cape	by	authorizing	greater	building	heights	in	specific	neighborhoods.	The	
latter,	if	implemented,	will	see	proposals	designed	by	Herzog	&	de	Meuron	
and	Jean	Nouvel	among	the	first	built.	

Both	of	these	changes	need	to	happen	within	the	context	of	a	city	that,	for	
many,	defines	the	very	notion	of	a	historic	landmark.	Current	projects	will	

Both	of	these	changes	need	to	happen	within	the	context	of	a	city	that,	for	
many,	defines	the	very	notion	of	a	historic	landmark.	Current	projects	will	
offer	us	a	glimpse	on	how	contemporary	architecture	finds	its	place	in	a	
centuries-old urban and architectural fabric. 

Site visits will include the Fondation Louis Vuitton by Frank Gehry, the De-
partement des Arts de l’Islam by Rudy Ricciotti, and the new Halles shop-
ping	center	by	Patrick	Berger	—	each	offering	a	distinct	context.	Paris	will	
elect a new mayor in 2014. For a capital city seeking international visibility 
(after losing the Olympic bid to London) and where vacant lots are scarce, 
all eyes are turned on urban policies and architecture.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
AND CHAPTER MEETING

23-26 October 2014

Paris, France

Event space is limited. Registration opens in Summmer 2014.
AIA Europe offers approved AIA CES continuing eeducation.

aiaeurope.org/paris

The anticipated urban thaw
Image by Photogra Fer of FlickrIcc
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Coming Up!

AIA Continental Europe Chapter Spring 
Chapter Conference.

In Spring 2015 the bi-annual AIA Continen-
tal Europe Chapter Conference will take 
place in Milan. The conference will concen-
trate	on	the	Milan	Expo.
Updates to follow.

 AIA HK Comix Home Base Building Tour 

 Tour guide Edward Leung, of Aedas, with AIA HK members

 AIA HK Oi! Tour at Old Street with Professor Wallace Chang 
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Helene C. Dreiling, FAIA, 2014 AIA National President, and AIA 
IR President Christine Bruckner, FAIA.

AIA Hong Kong Chapter 
Peter Basmajian
Director (Zone 2)

This quarter has been one of feverish activity here in Hong Kong as we 
moved	into	our	first	‘permanent’	headquarters	since	the	Chapter	was	esta-
blished in 1997. 

Now	located	on	the	6th	floor	of	Hong	Kong’s	newest	creative	centre,	the	re-
purposed Police Married Quarters (PMQ) building in Central, the move was 
seamless and the new premises has already been the venue for both our 
June and July EXCO meetings. 

To celebrate this event, a Grand Opening bash was held on the 21st 
August	-	attended	by	more	than	200	members,	guests	and	Corporate	Affi-
liates. Come visit us when you are in town!

Our Programs Committee has also been very active, with, among others, 
events on:

•	Advanced	Façade	Design	and	Applications
•	Experimental	Green	Strategies:	Redefining	Ecological	Design	Research	
•	International	Approaches	to	Energy	Performance	and	tours	to	two	Hong	
Kong heritage projects:
•	Comix	Home	Base	on	Mallory	Street:
•		Oi!	Tour	at	Oil	Street	(formerly	the	home	of	the	Royal	Hong	Kong	Yacht	
Club):

On the 22nd September, the AIA Hong Kong Chapter was proud to host the 
Asian Cities Symposium, in conjunction with the AIA International Region, 
at the Asia Society Hong Kong Center. This event followed on from the AIA 
New York City show Practical Utopias – and included spirited discussions 
about city scale urbanism and the role of the building in the city, thema-
tically	following	the	discourse	of	the	New	York	exhibition.	Speakers	and	
panelists on the day included:Carol Willis – Skyscraper Museum, Sudhir 
Jambhekar,	FAIA	-	FxFowle,	Chris	Wilkinson,	Hon.	FAIA	–	Wilkinson	&	
Grist, Peter Cookson Smith, Hon. AIA (HK) - URBIS, Christine Loh, Hon. 
AIA (HK)  – Hong Kong Government Undersecretary for the Environment

There were also several tall building tours with CTBUH and AIA in both 
Hong	Kong	and	nearby	Shenzhen,	as	well	as	a	series	of	interactive	oppor-
tunities during which insights were shared with other AIA members from 
around the globe.  

The Symposium was followed by a cocktail reception and dinner at the 
American Club – when each table also became a discussion group tasked 
with debating subjects related to the urban environment such as accessi-
bility, sustainability and affordability, among others. The evening culmina-
ted with presentation of a Presidential Citation from AIA President Helene 
Dreiling to AIA International Region President Christine Bruckner, who has 
been past-President of AIA Hong Kong and an active advocate for creation 
of	the	International	Region	and	now	leading	it	during	its	first	two	years.

AIA Hong 2014 President Christian Low, AIA, and guest

AIA Hong Kong celebrates the opening of its new headquarters

Panel from left to right: Greg Yager, Sean Chiao, Carol Willis, 
Sudhir Jambhekar, Peter Cookson Smith
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AIA Middle East Chapter
Sherif Anis, AIA   
Director (Zone 1)

AIA Middle East Chapter End of Year Conference
The AIA Middle East Chapter will be holding its second end of year confe-
rence in Doha, Qatar on November 14th and 15th 2014.  This year’s confe-
rence theme is “Super & Small”, focusing on the ambitious “super projects” 
of Qatar and the greater Gulf region, and the smallest details which makes 
them possible. 

Qatar	is	an	exciting	and	exotic	destination	with	a	wide	array	of	in-progress	
and planned projects.  This conference is a must for architects who want to 
see	and	experience	one	of	the	most	dynamic	architectural	environments	in	
the world.  

It will also be a great opportunity for AIA registered and RIBA (ARB part 3) 
architects to obtain those very important CES and LUs. For more informa-
tion regarding the conference please go to www.eventsaiame.org or email 
the	following	AIA	ME	organizing	committee	members:

Tanner.whitney@aiamiddleeast.org
Thierry.paret@aiamiddleeast.org
Sheriff.anis@aiamiddleeast.org

The AIA ME looks forward to seeing you in Doha, State of Qatar this 
November!

Founding AIA ME Chapter President Elevated to Fellow

Founding	AIA	Middle	East	President	Thierry	Paret,	FAIA	became	the	first	
member from the Middle East Chapter to be elevated to the American Ins-
titute of Architects College of Fellows during the 2014 National Convention 
held in Chicago on June 27th.  Mr. Paret was presented with his medal by 
AIA President, Helene Dreiling, FAIA and the Chancellor of the College of 
Fellows William J. Stanley III, FAIA. Thierry Paret was the only new fellow 
from the AIA International Region this year.

AIA Japan Study Travel Study Program 

Day 5- Site Visit

AIA ME - End of Year Conference Doha - November 14t, 15

Day 3- Boora

Day 4- Mini-Presenation Boora
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AIA Japan Chapter
2014 - AIAJ Student Travel Study
Yasuyuki Yanagisawa, AIA

How can AIA promote itself to college students, especially those living 
outside of the United States? With a brochure, a website or through social 
media?	Not	exactly,	as	the	old	saying	goes:	“seeing	is	believing.”		

In 2013, the AIA Japan component launched the “AIAJ Student Travel 
Study” program.  It is a unique opportunity for Japanese university students 
to visit the US and encounter various architectural environments they 
would not easily be able to visit on their own. The inaugural year was a 
great success with many highlights and lessons learned. Now AIA Japan 
has successfully completed its second year, the 2014 tour. This year we 
visited	the	Pacific	Northwest	specifically	Portland	and	Seattle	for	two	weeks	
(August	31st	through	September	15th).	Six	students	from	six	different	
universities were awarded the opportunity to spend time as virtual interns 
at	host	firms	as	well	as	participating	in	critiques	at	university	architecture	
programs.	They	spent	their	first	week	in	Portland	and	the	second	in	Seattle	
with	amazing	summer	weather	for	the	whole	travel	duration.	

Thanks to kind support from many AIA colleagues in both cities, students 
enjoyed	truly	unique	experiences.	They	attended	meetings	with	profes-
sionals, visited construction sites, participated in design discussions and 
socialized	with	professionals	and	peers.	Specific	sites	were	assigned	as	
students’	mock-up	studio	projects.	Staff	members	at	the	host	firms	sha-
red their local knowledge and community interest about the sites, so that 
students	had	interaction	in	office	environment	similar	to	the	one	for	interns	
during the design process. At the end of each week, in each city, students 
made short presentations including site analysis and concept development 
with design language or precedents from Japan and preliminary design 
proposals. Reviewers at the presentations appreciated the students’ fresh 
perspectives	and	design	language	from	the	other	side	of	the	Pacific-Rim.

College students in Japan tend to struggle with achieving English language 
proficiency.	It	is	proving	to	be	one	of	the	program’s	biggest	challenges.	The	
students may need assistance in daily conversation with staff members 
at	host	firms.	Students	also	may	not	be	familiar	with	the	casual	American	
social dynamic (Americans tend to speak up frequently, asking questions 
and	seeking	clarification	whereas	in	Japan,	young	people	especially	are	
expected	to	remain	quiet).	For	the	first	couple	of	days,	most	of	the	students	
faced	some	difficulties	with	this.	It	was	not	a	problem	of	proficiency	or	
design skill but simply a new way of interactive communication and self-
expression.	With	a	lot	of	encouragement	the	students	seemed	to	eventually	
become used to this new atmosphere. They started enthusiastically sharing 
their	ideas	not	only	with	each	other	but	also	with	their	host	firm	colleagues.	
I	saw	the	most	amazing,	refreshing	growth	in	the	students.	From	their	host	
colleagues they learned not just about American architectural practice, 
but also more broadly about communication, trust and achieving work/life 
balance.

As a member and overseas advocate of AIA, I encourage other Internatio-
nal Region components to develop their own programs that provide oppor-
tunities	for	students	to	experience	the	value	of	AIA	and	global	architectural	
practices.

On behalf of AIA Japan, I want to express my deep gratitude to:
Doug Benson, Stefee Knudsen, Jeff Yrazabal, Abe Cambier, Bob Hastings, Robert 
Hoffman, Margarette Leite, Nancy Cheng for all prep and assistance in Portland.
Jim Suehiro, Anne schopf, David Miller, Bert Gregory, Naoe White, J Irons, Doug 
Klassen, Matthew Linn, Mike Jobes, Ken Tadashi Oshima for all prep and assis-
tance in Seattle and  JSB who provided generous grant to this program, all AIA 
Japan members and my wife, Nicolai Kruger who support and trust my weird idea to 
realize. 

Day  6 - Reception

Day  7 - Gordon House

Day 14 - SEA-Finals-Mithun

Day 9 - Mini-Presentaion

Day 11- Desk Crit

Day 12- UW-tour-with-KenOshima



FALL 2014AIA INTERNATIONAL REGION 12

UIA Durban World Congress 2014
George Kunihiro FAIA

AIA is one of the key members of the International Union of Architects 
(UIA). UIA World Congress is held every triennially. In August, 2014, 
the 25th UIA World Congress of Architects was held in Durban, South 
Africa. Over four thousand participants came together to share a festival 
of architecture and global discussion of issues related to urban and buil-
ding environment. Theme was “Otherwhere”. Keynote speakers included 
Cameron Sinclair, Wang Shu, Toyoo Ito, Raoul Mehrotra, Diebedo Freancis 
Kere, who are all familiar names to our AIA IR members. I.M. Pei received 
the 2014 UIA Gold Medal. Mr. Pei could not attend the event, but George 
Miller, FAIA, partner at Pei, Cobb Freed and the past President of the AIA, 
received the prestigious UIA Gold Medal on his behalf and made a presen-
tation about Mr. Pei’s career during the ceremony. In the General Assembly, 
held every three years, “Young Architects and Students Network (YASN)” 
with a new committee, the Committee of Young Architects (CYA), consis-
ting of the representatives from Emerging Professionals from each region 
of UIA, made it’s debut. Marine de la Guerrande (France), a Reporter and 
Joseph P. Lai, AIA (USA) from Washington D.C. a Coordinator, made a 
presentation about the mission of YASN. A representative from CYA will sit 
in the UIA Council Meeting as an observer. 
Our Thomas Vonier won the election unopposed for the position of Secre-
tary General. Esa Mohammed from Malaysia was elected the President of 
the UIA for triennium beginning immediately after the General Assembly. 
For the election of the host city for 2020 World Congress, after a close 
voting, Rio de Janeiro was given the right to host the event over Melbourne 
and	Paris.	The	next	UIA	World	Congress	will	be	held	in	Seoul,	South	Korea	
in 2017.

AIA Working to Improve International Commercial Laws
By Yvonne Castillo, Esq.

The UN Commission on International Trade Law (“UNCITRAL”), esta-
blished	in	1966	by	the	UN	General	Assembly,	has	convened	a	small	expert	
legal	group	of	staff	from	governmental	and	non-governmental	organiza-
tions, including an AIA representative, to develop an international model 
law for public private partnership (“PPP”) project delivery.  The AIA’s partici-
pation in this writing process is noteworthy and unprecedented.  UNCITRAL 
is	recognized	within	the	international	community	as	the	core	legal	body	for	
the	United	Nations	system	in	the	field	of	international	law.			As	such,	any	
legislative instruments or recommendations coming out of this process may 

UAI 2014 Durban

UAI 2014 Durban - General Assembly

UAI 2014 Durban 

Rio was selected as the next host for UIA2015
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be used by governments in developing and developed nations around the 
world to codify the PPP project delivery method.

During	our	first	meeting	in	early	July	2014	in	New	York	at	the	UN	Head-
quarters,	AIA	identified	some	basic	issues.		Among	the	issues	identified	
were concerns with the process of unsolicited proposals, design compe-
titions,	and	the	challenge	that	is	created,	but	not	necessarily	recognized,	
when public entities no longer have contractual privity with an unbiased 
architect-advisor.			A	follow-up	meeting	is	scheduled	on	September	8,	2014	
in Washington, DC to further discuss and develop key provisions in the 
model law.  The process may be lengthy and tedious, given the breadth 
of	interested	global	jurisdictions,	but	the	opportunity	is	indeed	significant.		
UNCITRAL’s	legislative	texts	are	developed	through	an	inclusive	process	
and are widely accepted as offering policy solutions that are relevant to a 
wide range of legal traditions in countries that are at many different levels 
of economic development.   Participating within this international forum 
gives architects an opportunity to advocate for fair, open, and sustainable 
public	procurement	policies	that	will	inspire	public	confidence	in	a	process	
that is equitable and economical.   If you would like to share your thoughts 
with us as we move forward, please don’t hesitate to contact staff at the AIA 
by emailing Yvonne Castillo, Esq.  

AIAU Offers Educational Opportunities for International Members 
Wayne Connors, Director of Member Professional Development Strategies, 
American Institute of Architects

AIAU is the AIA’s new platform for online delivery of continuing education.  
The AIAU web site will provide a portal for members and others to access 
affordable quality content on demand. 

AIAU launches in September 2014 with a catalog of online courses captu-
red from AIA Convention sessions, courses created and added regularly by 
AIA National, AIA components, knowledge communities, and allied organi-
zations,	all	vetted	and	recommended	by	our	members	to	meet	AIA’s	quality	
standards for continuing education.  AIAU’s course catalog will be a curated 
collection of content, selected and developed based on quality standards, 
relevance to member needs, and AIA/CES guidelines for content, format 
and quality.  AIAU will feature affordable quality learning events that are 
practical, relevant, current and available when and where needed.

The	course	catalog	will	be	lean	and	focused,	with	a	maximum	of	150	
courses,	so	that	it	will	reflect	the	most	current	and	fresh	information.		It	will	
be regularly refreshed based upon learning needs, user feedback, and 
emerging trends. 

As new content is submitted, it will be reviewed and evaluated by AIA’s 
Continuing	Education	Committee	and/or	a	panel	of	content	experts.		While	
initially most of the catalog will be video courses captured live, in future 
phases it is anticipated that a variety of delivery formats and methods will 
be available, potentially including instructor-led virtual classroom, self-study 
e-learning, audio podcasts, webinars, etc.
AIAU is affordable.  Regular non-member price for most courses will be 
$40.  A $15 member discount makes that cost $25 for members.

It’s open to anyone:  AIA members, non-members, architects, associates, 
interns, IDP participants, engineers.  

AIAU Offers Educational Opportunities for International Members 
(cont.)
The system will help architects keep track of their learning.  It will auto-
matically	generate	completion	certificates	which	can	be	printed	or	saved	
on demand, and keep records of all courses taken through AIAU.  AIA 
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Learning Units are uploaded to the member’s transcript automatically, and 
members will be able to link directly to their transcripts.

AIAU is perfect for busy architects, emerging professionals, AIA members 
practicing internationally, members who live far from component activities, 
or architects practicing in the public sector with limited travel funds.  

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
- premium content curated by AIA
- only 150 or fewer courses at any given time
- continuously refreshed content
- architects teaching architects
-	user-friendly	experience
- course ratings
- available to AIA members and non-members
- $25/$40 pricing members/nonmembers

On September 15th AIAU will launch its website at http://aiau.aia.org.   For 
immediate questions, please email Wayne Connors, Director of Member 
Professional Development Strategies, or call (202) 626-7495, EST.  

Mission Statement:

The American Institute of Architects: driving positive change 
through the power of design. 

AIA International is the broadest geographical region of the American Insti-
tute of Architects, providing a collaborative leadership platform to empower 
members and encourage global success through best practice, innovative 
thinking and design excellence. 

AIA International Region 

1735 New York Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20006-5292
www.aiainternational.org

Global highlights - Upcoming Events:

2014
Oct 23-26 The Anticipated Urban Thaw; AIA CE 20th Anniversary, 
  Paris (AIA CE)

Nov 1-7  Resilience|Architecture| Ecology « Leapfrog from Disaster»
  Conference in Manila on anniversary of the Hainan Typhoon 
  (AIA IR, RIBA USA, DfRR, UAP)

Nov 8  Student Design Charette (AIA UK)

Nov 14  	 AIA	Hong	Kong	Honors	&	Awards	Ceremony	and	Exhibition	
  (AIA HK)

Nov 14-15 AIA Conference and Awards events, Doha (AIA ME)

Nov 19  AIA International Region Awards Ceremony Dinner (AIA IR)

Dec end  Bonenkai End of Year Celebrations 
  (AIA JP)/ (International Chapters tbc)
2015
March 4-6 AIA Grassroots 2015, Washington DC
 
May 14-16 AIA Convention 2015, Atlanta 

October 2015  AIA IR Conference 2015, Kyoto


